FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
"Be sensible, man', he got serious.    'That's the second
means by which we try to make the ice give in.'
But the ice did not give in.   We were still up in the air.
I was beginning to feel rather uncomfortable.   The captain
had kindly explained that the perekatchka was as simple as
anything.   All they did was to pump water from one side
of the hull into the other gradually—there were special
chambers for that in the holds.   'That does no harm to the
ship'3 Voronin calmed me once more with a friendly smile.
Voronin now blew his whistle three times, and a few
minutes later a party of six men were climbing down to
the ice once more.   'Nothing doing then after all', I thought,
and said aloud, 'so they can go and play again, eh?'
'Just watch them', Voronin replied.
They were not playing—not, at any rate, football.   cThe
third degree', Voronin announced.    There were four ex-
plosions and we sank back into the water.   We had at least
regained the position of last night.    Not geographically,
though, because the moving drifts had dragged us along a
few miles further north, but in relation to the floes around us.
Now   we   behaved   modestly   and   waited  for   Kozlov
to return.  He came two hours afterwards and again dropped
a little parachute.   This time it held a small map, showing
the position of the ice in an area of about 400 square miles.
Little arrows indicated the road towards freedom—N.N.E.
of our position, at a distance of roughly 70 miles, was clear
water.
We took three days to get through this distance of
70 miles. Once after the midnight watch the entry in the
log-book was: cMoved half a ship's length within the last
four hours'. In the morning of the fourth day we were
back in the 'Mediterranean'. There was no reason for me
to wait for another demonstration of Arctic magic. When
Kozlov was free after lunch that day we asked him by
wireless to come and fetch me. He sat down on the water
a few hundred feet from the Yermak\ I lowered my rucksack
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